Utility Committee Meeting Minutes
February 10, 2020
Noon - City Meeting Room
Present:  Greg Bernstein, Matt Seykora, Jeremy Ketterling, Mayor Schoenborn, Auditor Nostdahl & Superintendent Fulsebakke. 
Absent:  None.    

Mayor Schoenborn has placed Jeremy Ketterling on the committee to fill in for Doug Marsden. 

Meeting called to order by Bernstein. 
Street Light Fees:  Due to a shortfall in the revenue vs. expenses for the Street Light Fee Bernstein moved to recommend to the City Council that the Street Light Fee be increased from $4.10/month to $4.25 to be implemented on the March billing, seconded by Seykora, carried. 

Seykora is still working on grant information (through Otter Tail Power) for changing the Hwy 5 Lights to LED. 

Minutes:  Bernstein moved to approve the minutes from 112/13/19, seconded by Seykora, carried.  

Garbage Rates:  Utility rates were discussed with these items being the key points of discussion:

Multipliers were entered in the software program for residential & apartments. How to set up rates?  Use container sizes & pickup frequency.

Rates for dumpsters & rates for totes.  

Minimum charge for businesses.

A representative from NDMAP will be coming to visit with us about ways to do rates & they will do them for us at no charge.  He will be here either the 24th or 25th of Feb. 

Need tonnage amounts that we have hauled.  

Bernstein wanted to change the apartment rates ASAP to be lowered to the same amount as a business with a dumpster picked up 1 time a week.  Example: 8 plex currently pays $18.00 per unit for a total of $144.00, he wants to lower it to $25.25/month & we would worry about the change in revenue later.  He stated that this committee can change this without approval of the City Council, but Nostdahl pointed out again that rates must be approved by the governing board of the City as per our Ordinances.  Ketterling does not wish to lower rates now & then find out we might need to increase them in a couple of months.  
Ketterling moved to research & find a cost per yard for commercial garbage & dumpsters, seconded by Bernstein, carried.  Ketterling will do this research.

Next meeting will be Noon on Feb. 17th.  (Note that this date was changed after this meeting was adjourned because Feb. 17th is a Holiday & the City Office will be closed, meeting rescheduled to Feb. 24th at 4:00 p.m. when we meet with NDMAP representative)  
Bernstein moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:25 p.m., seconded by Seykora, carried. 
Submitted by:

Penny J. Nostdahl, City Auditor

