SHADE TREE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

February 11, 2020
Noon – City Meeting Room
PRESENT:  Brian Knudson, Penny Nostdahl, Kari Beckman, Wayne Miller, Gary Mortensen, Sandra Jensen & Mayor Schoenborn.   
ABSENT:  Keith Fulsebakke. 

GUEST:  Cody Clemenson from ND Forest Service.         
Meeting called to order by Knudson.      
Arbor Day:  Clemenson was present to inform us about the State Arbor Day Celebration which will be held this year on the campus of Dakota College @ Bottineau.  They will also be giving out a conservation award, etc.   Do we want to celebrate our Arbor Day with them?  It was decided that we would plant our memorial trees that same day & then join them at the college for their celebration.  We have 12 memorial trees to plant & will start our celebration at noon.  

Committee Member:  Clemenson agreed to be on this committee.  

Minutes:  Jensen moved to approve the minutes from 5/7/19, seconded by Beckman, carried.

2020 Work Plan: 

 Miller has agreed to be our City Forester for 2020.  

Next Trail project at Forestry Park will be in 2021. 

Tree by Subway was damaged by a snow removal contractor.  Miller will check out the damages & Nostdahl will find out who the contractor is & if it is dead, we will bill the contractor for a replacement tree. 

Miller has a list of where he needs to go from tree care.

We will be adding 25 Evergreens this year to our Downtown Christmas Tree Nursery.  There may be a few trees to replace from last year.

Jim Holisky at 318 13th St W has had 2 blvd. trees die.  We will try replacing it 1 more time with a different species & tell him we will water it ourselves.  Miller will check the soil too. 

Clemenson pass around photos of a new species of tree call Shooting Star Northern Pin Oak, they have red leaves.  Since they are new the price is pretty expensive.  We will keep an eye on the price.

EA Borer Disease is in Winnipeg, Sioux Falls & Alexandria MN
We need to order more tree bags for this year. (#50)

Some of the plaques identifying the trees along the Hwy 5 walking path are missing.  No need at this time to replace. 

Boulevard & Memorial Trees have been ordered. 

ND Forest Service grants will be available starting March 1st.  There is a program called NDTIP Tool for the grant programs.  They have one for Ash Tree replacements & removal on blvds.  Jensen will be able to research this program on city time.  We have decided to be a little more aggressive on removing & encouraging residents to remove Ash Trees.  Nostdahl will get Miller a copy of our blvd. tree inventory.  
We have $40,500.00 in our EA Borer Fund.  Should we start using this to assist with Ash Tree removal/replacement in private yards?  We will discuss a policy to have in place for using this Fund at our next meeting.  Our next meeting will be towards the end of April. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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Penny J Nostdahl, Auditor/Committee Member
