SHADE TREE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

February 22, 2018
Noon – City Office
PRESENT:   Penny Nostdahl, Wayne Miller, Sandra Jensen, Kari Beckman & Brian Knudson.  
ABSENT:  Gary Mortensen & Keith Fulsebakke.   
Meeting called to order by Knudson.
Kari moved to approve the minutes from the 09/25/17, seconded by Sandra, carried. 
2018 Work Plan:  The following items were discussed for 2018:

Arbor Day – celebrate 30 years of Tree City USA, 14 memorial trees to plant & possibly highlight the next phase of trail being constructed this summer.  Bring ideas to the next meeting!
Follow up on some ash trees that were looking sick last year.

Only remove Blvd. trees if they are dead, diseased or dangerous.

Assist the Park District with making the path for the 2018 Trail if needed.

Canada Red Cherry Trees have been removed from the Blvds.  Still some in private yards that Wayne will make the homeowners aware of. 

Grant trees on Sinclair, Ohmer & Bennett streets will again have the watering bags placed on them by Park Staff. 

Wayne will maintain the grant trees by the Fairgrounds as time allows. 

Follow up is needed on the DED tree at 803 Sinclair St. (Donna Stenerson) Since this is in her private yard we will allow her to pay for the removal on a payment plan through the City. 

Our 2019 Budget request will be discussed at the next meeting as budgets now have to be submitted earlier than previous years. 

Wayne will place articles in the local newspaper regarding tree care, etc.
2018 Forester Contract:  Sandra moved to recommend to the City Council that we enter into a contract with Wayne Miller (Wayne Miller Tree Service) for our City Forester work, seconded by Kari, carried. 
Christmas tree Nursery:  It has been discussed by Nostdahl & Fulsebakke that implementing a nursery for future downtown Christmas trees would be nice.  It is getting harder & harder to find them.  Possible sites:  City land next to Wal-Mart or Forestry Park.  Kari will obtain the soil conditions for the Wal-Mart site as it might not be favorable for evergreens.  We also discussed planting shelter belts on that property as well with the Soil Conservation District assisting us.  

Boulevard Trees:  We ordered 41 trees for the boulevards.  Most have been spoken for.  There is 1 tree along the Hwy 5 Trail that needs replacement.

Downtown:  Nostdahl spoke on the idea of having a “pocket” park in the downtown area that could have tables, lights, trees, flowers, etc.  The possibilities are endless.  Knudson suggested that the Park District could possibly do the maintenance.  This is going to be further discussed with the Beautification Committee.  
Next meeting will be in April. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 

Submitted by:

Penny J Nostdahl, Auditor/Committee Member
