City of Bottineau:  Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

05/19/20
City Meeting Room – 8:00 a.m.
Present: Jeremy Ketterling, Auditor Nostdahl, Inspector Larry Tooke, John Derr, Norm Reitan & Myron Langhaug.  Craig Pottenger, Keith Fulsebakke & Josh Lorenz.     
Absent:  Craig Pottenger, Keith Fulsebakke, Josh Lorenz & Nate Simpson.        
Meeting called to order by Ketterling.  
Minutes:   Derr moved to approve the minutes from 03/10/20, seconded by Reitan, carried. 

Jim & Laurie Pryor – 1302 Bennett St.:  This item was tabled from the previous meeting.  Pryor is requesting several variances to construct a detached garage.  Plans were presented & the following variances would be needed:

1. Front set-back 

2. Set back from main buildings
3. Variance for amount of structure that can cover a lot

4. Variance from accessory building encroaching into the front yard

Building Inspector Tooke, will work with the Pryor family on what they can build while following the codes.  They have verbal approval from the neighbor to the west to building closer to the lot line than code, but a 15’ distance would need to remain between 2 structures.  They will submit a new plan & go from there.  

Dave Vad storage container:   This was brought to the Planning Commission on 10/24/19, Planning Commission Members were to report in their comments on this application for a storage container at 9728 11th Ave NE (in our ½ mile zoning). Some of the members were not made aware of what this was when they signed it, they assumed it was a shed or garage.  There was a lack of response so the permit has just been sitting in the City Office.  Nostdahl does not wish to sign this permit because it is direct violation of ordinance – Chapter 6, article 11 (storage containers). Violation:  these containers are not allowed in residential areas & there is a size restriction when they are allowed in the Manufacturing District.  Recently, the Mayor informed Nostdahl that he was going to sign it & if she did not want to sign it just attached a letter stating why.  Although members agree it meets our definition of a storage container, it would be fine because it is stick frame built even though that does not state that in our ordinance.  It was the consensus that it would need to be placed in the back yard.  Langhaug was instructed to ask the City Attorney if the permit is valid even if the Auditor does not sign it.  Discussion was held on changing the language of the storage container ordinance, instead of saying “storage container” should it say “shipping container”.   (would he then have to wait for his permit until an ordinance update has been done?)  Nostdahl suggested Vad get a variance from the code.     **Please note that after this meeting it was confirmed that there is another storage container at a residence in our ½ zoning area, but that was there prior to our storage container ordinance being adopted. 
Pending Permit for Park Board:  Reitan explained the pending permit application from the Park Board regarding moving one of the portable classrooms from Central School to the west side of the Arena for additional locker rooms. 
Nostdahl moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 am, seconded by Derr, carried. 

Submitted by:

Penny Nostdahl, Auditor 

