City of Bottineau:  Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

12/20/19
City Meeting Room – 8:00 a.m.
Present: Jeremy Ketterling, Auditor Nostdahl, Inspector Larry Tooke, John Derr, Myron Langhaug, Norm Reitan, Craig Pottenger, Keith Fulsebakke & Mayor Schoenborn.     
Absent:  Karsten Bartsch, Josh Lorenz & Nate Simpson.        
Meeting called to order by Ketterling.  
Minutes:   Derr moved to approve the minutes from 10/24/19, seconded by Nostdahl, carried.  

Joe Bender – 621 Main Street:  Bender is the realtor for the property at 621 Main Street.  This property was originally used as a residence & then later converted to a dentist office, then back to a residence.  It has been sold, but the lender will not approve the financing due to the fact that this area is zoned B-2.  There are several homes in this block that are grandfathered into the B-2 zoning & are not specifically tagged to a residential zoning.  This residence therefore is considered a “nonconforming” building.  If the structure is damaged or destroyed to the extent of 60% or more of its assessed value, then it shall then conform to the correct zoning which would be B-2.  (refer to ordinance 6.0602 (4))  The lender would like a letter from the City stating that the buyer would be allowed to rebuild as a residential structure if 50% or more is damaged or destroyed.  Derr moved to recommend to the City Council that said letter could be submitted to the lender, seconded by Fulsebakke, carried.  (City Council has a meeting set for 12/27/19)
Discussion was held on need to look into our ordinances regarding this issue.  Will this come up again?  Is the best route to have these homes in the “B-1” or “B-2” districts rezoned or just revise wording in the ordinances?  The Ordinance Committee is meeting on January 3, 2020 & this issue will be discussed at that time.  
Other:  Norm Reitan was welcomed to this committee, he will be replacing Dave Vad as the Fire Dept. Rep.  
Langhaug moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 a.m. 

Submitted by:

Penny Nostdahl, Auditor 

