City Property Committee Meeting Minutes

04/24/20
Noon – City Office 
Present: Mayor Schoenborn, Auditor Nostdahl, Attorney Benson (via conference call), Superintendent Fulsebakke, Mitch Schmidt, Doug Marsden & Greg Bernstein (via conference call).   

Absent: None. 

Others present:  Chuck Neubauer & Greg Stewart.

Meeting called to order by Bernstein. 

Proposed Bike Trails:  The Turtle Mt. Trails Assoc. presented a request to develop bike trails on city owned land where the wells/water tanks are.   Points of discussion as follows:


Attorney Benson referenced NDCC 53.08 which is regarding limited liability for land owners/political subdivisions for recreational purposes when no fee is charged for use.  



Schoenborn visited with NDIRF (ND Insurance Reserve Fund-Shan Tonneson) about insurance/liability.  It was suggested that the Trails Assoc. also carry a liability policy.  



The Gordon Hall family has rights to this area for hunting, pasture for cattle, etc. 



Bernstein had also visited with NDIRF (Elaine Marquart) & a liability policy for the Trails Assoc. was also recommended.  



When Benson is comfortable with this, then Mayor Schoenborn will be comfortable too.



Benson is recommending that they have a liability policy & a hold-harmless agreement to the city.  The Trails Assoc. will also have a waiver & hold harmless agreement for any volunteers that would assist with the construction/maintenance of these trails. 



Marsden questioned the access to the City water sources – do we need to keep the public away from this area for safety concerns?


Fulsebakke asked the Dept. of Health is these trails would be fine in our well area & they did not see a problem.   They City Crew would need to keep an eye on any suspicious activities. 


How much would this affect the price of our insurance?



Hall family:  we would need to visit with them.



We need a written opinion from NDIRF – Bernstein will contact them.

Marsden moved to recommend approval to the City Council that we allow these trails as presented, pending NDIRF opinion & legal documents (hold harmless agreement, proof of liability insurance as requested by Benson), seconded by Schmidt, carried.

This item will be discussed at the May 4th City Council meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m.

 Submitted by:

Penny J. Nostdahl, City Auditor

Copy of proposal attached to minutes

